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Circo Zero Presents Keith Hennessy in 

sink 
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Fri-Sat December 1-2 and 8-9 The Joe Goode Annex 

Tickets $0 - $20+ www.circozero.org 

 
 

San Francisco, CA (November 2017) – In the wake of receiving a Guggenheim Fellowship and 
a summer of touring in Vienna, Warsaw, and Moscow, Keith Hennessy presents Sink, a new 
solo performance of intimate rants, dance, and ritual. 
 
The performance is an embodied response to the current political, economic, and social shifts 
that have produced not only Trump and Brexit, Erdogan and Duterte, but also the bombing of a 
Sikh temple in Sinai and the mass shooting of a country music festival in Las Vegas. 
Hennessy’s performance features poetic texts, contemplative dances, dark satire, plaintive 
chanting, re-processed nazi music, and an aerial dance. 
 
Sink, verb: going under, to fall or drop gradually, to displace the volume by descending 
Sink, idiom: everything but the kitchen sink 

http://www.circozero.org/


Sink’s approach to current politics waivers between punk and contemplative, transformative and 
fucked. It won’t be pretty most of the time. Hennessy is white, cis male, queer, immigrant and 
settler San Franciscan, anarchist, improviser, late 50s, broken, and pissed… all of which situate 
his dancing / imagination.  
 
CREDITS 

● Choreography, performance, text, visuals: Keith Hennessy 
● Music: new and old compositions by Marc Kate, with additional songs by Sylvester and 

Terry Collier 
● Costumes: Jack Davis, Nadine Jessen, Keith Hennessy 
● Special guest dancer: Aaron Perlstein 
● Light design: Beth Hersh in collaboration with Grisel Torres and Keith Hennessy 
● ASL interpretation: Debbie Taylor 
● Production Manager: Alley Wilde 

 
Hennessy says, “Sink is a personal experiment... I'm feeling fragile and distracted and that's 
partly structural. I'm responding to hate and terror, shame and paralysis, the will to survive 
competing against the urge to implode/explode. I'm reaching in new and old directions, dancing 
contemplatively, climbing dangerously, singing my guts out, asking too many questions at once: 
Is freedom a useful concept to motivate dancing? Can a performance be a spell of support for 
Syrian and Sudanese refugees or victims of fire, hurricane and government betrayal? Is there a 
non harmful role for the white and male artist? In our need to create contexts for healing, care, 
and trauma relief, how can I defend artistic provocation or abstract formalism?” 
 
Sink is part of a series of performances collectively titled “freedom?”  that also includes three 
site-specific duet works: collaborations between Hennessy and artist/activist Annie Danger, 
dance artist Gerald Casel, and actor J Jha. Each of the projects responds to increasing political 
and economic polarization, questioning the over-hyped links between freedom and democracy, 
dance and freedom, art and public space. Each project is queer in both tactic and demographic, 
proposing fluid modes of collaboration, identity, and movement. 
 

● Hex for the Future co-created with Annie Danger, presented at City Hall on Oct 31 2017 
● Gerald + Keith co-created with Gerald Casel presented at Ocean Beach Nov 18-19 2017 
● Queer Migrants co-created with J Jha, to be presented at United States Customs and 

Immigration Services building in April 2018 

 
About Circo Zero 
CIRCO ZERO, instigated by Keith Hennessy in 2001, is one of the most prolific and widely 
touring of West Coast dance-performance companies. The company engages a diverse team of 
artists who create hybrid spectacles for theaters, streets, and festivals. The work is 
interdisciplinary and experimental, operating within the tensions between intimacy and 



spectacle, rhetoric and ritual, personal and social. Circo Zero evolves performance language 
and builds community through collaboration, while crossing lines of both discipline and identity. 
We participate in local and global struggles for justice functioning as a public laboratory for 
investigations of spiritual, artistic, sexual, and political concerns. Circo Zero’s performance work 
has been awarded a Guggenheim Fellowship (2017), USA Fellowship (2012), a NY Bessie 
(2009), several Isadora Duncan Awards, a Goldie (2007), and the Alpert/MacDowell Fellowship 
(2005). 
 
Recent accomplishments include being featured in KQED’s “The Startling Brilliance of a 
Somewhat Troubled Year: Bay Area Theater in 2016,” the Bay Area and world premieres of 
Blank Map, Touchy Subjects with Scott Wells, and future friend/ships with Jassem Hindi, 
choreographic residencies at both MANCC and Djerassi, collaborative performances at 
Impulstanz (Vienna) with feminist popstar Peaches and acclaimed choreographer Meg Stuart, 
the world premiere of the live performance and film of Sara (the smuggler) in 2015, and 
inclusion in the festivals Vertigo (Varna, Bulgaria), Marx' Gespenster (HAU, Berlin), FRESH 
(SF), CODA (Oslo), and American Realness (NYC). 
 

About The Artists 
Keith Hennessy was born in a mining town in Northern Ontario, Canada, lives in San 
Francisco, and tours internationally. He is an award-winning performer, choreographer, teacher 
and organizer. Hennessy directs Circo Zero, a laboratory for live performance that plays with 
genre and expectation. Rooted in dance, Hennessy’s work embodies a unique hybrid of 
performance art, music, visual and conceptual art, circus, and ritual. 
 
Hennessy was a member of Sara Shelton Mann’s legendary Contraband (85-94), as well as the 
collaborative performance companies CORE (95-98) and the France-based Cahin-caha, cirque 
bâtard (98-02). His work is featured in several books and documentaries, including Composing 
While Dancing (Melinda Buckwalter, U of Wisconsin: 2010), How To Make Dances in an 
Epidemic (David Gere, Univ of Wisconsin: 2004), Gay Ideas (Richard Mohr, Beacon: 1992), and 
Dancers in Exile (RAPT Productions, 2000). Hennessy is a co-founder of 848 Community 
Space/CounterPULSE a thriving performance and culture space in San Francisco. He earned 
an MFA (Choreography) and PhD (Performance Studies) from UC Davis. 
 
Hennessy's awards include the Sui Generis Award (2017), Guggenheim Fellowship (2017), 
United States Artist Kjenner Fellowship (2012), a Bilinski Fellowship (2011), a NY Bessie (2009) 
for Crotch, Isadora Duncan Dance Awards (1998, 2000, 2009) for performance, dance activism, 
and visual design, a Goldie (2007) and the Alpert/MacDowell Fellowship in Dance (2005). Keith 
has enjoyed residencies at The MacDowell Colony, Yaddo, MANCC, and Djerassi.  
 
Keith’s 2016-17 collaborators include Peaches, Meg Stuart, Scott Wells, Jassem Hindi, J Jha, 
Annie Danger, Gerald Cassel, and the collaboratives Blank Map and Turbulence. Keith's recent 
teaching in universities, independent studios, and festivals includes VAC Foundation (Moscow), 



Ponderosa (Germany), FRESH (SF), HZT (Berlin), Movement Research (NYC), Impulstanz 
(Vienna), Portland State University, Sandberg Institute (Amsterdam), St. Mary's, and Warsaw 
Flow International CI Festival. Keith's writings have been published in Contact Quarterly, 
Movement Research Journal, Performance Research (UK), Society of Dance History Scholars 
Journal, Dance Theatre Journal (UK), Itch, Front, and In Dance. 
 
Aaron Perlstein began his training with Alonzo King’s LINES Ballet and Alvin Ailey American 
Dance Theater. He spent four years as a company member of ODC/Dance and two years 
touring the works of Alwin Nikolais in Europe with the Ririe Woodbury Dance Company. Aaron is 
a full time fitness instructor for The Dailey Method in San Francisco and began dancing with 
RAWdance in 2012. 
 

Fact Sheet for Calendar Editors 
  

Who/What: Circo Zero presents Sink a new solo performance of intimate rants, dance,  
        and ritual by internationally acclaimed performance artist Keith Hennessy 

 
When: Friday-Saturday December 1-2 and 8-9 

 Saturday December 2 with ASL Interpretation by Debbie Taylor 
 
Where: The Joe Goode Annex (401 Alabama Street, San Francisco, CA 94110) 
 
Box Office: www.circozero.org  
 
Ticket Prices: $0 - $20+ 
  
Hi-Res Photos: click here to view or visit www.circozero.org/press  
  
More Info: For additional information visit: www.circozero.org 
  
Media Contact: Alley Wilde ::: alecwilliamwhite@gmail.com  ::: 714-595-8547 
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